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In the original edition of No Greater Threat, released in October, 2002, attorney
C. William Michaels provided what was to become the only book to contain a review and
analysis of the entire USA PATRIOT Act. The book also featured historical commentary
and the author's description of “12 common characteristics of a national security state™
with an examination of how close America was coming to fulfilling those characteristics,
in the shadow of that sweeping anti-terrorism statute.

Now, three years later, an extensive (revised) Second Edition of No Greater
Threat contains examinations of various anti-terrorism developments since the PATRIOT
Act to the close of 2004, unique to a single volume. In addition to retaining the entire text
of the original edition, the Second Edition contains a further analysis of events related to
the PATRIOT Act since its enactment, and a complete review and analysis of three other
major legislative anti-terrorism events since 2001: the Homeland Security Act (2002),
the (proposed) Domestic Security Enhancement Act (2003) (often called "PATRIOT Act
I1"), and the Intelligence Reform Act (2004).

Beyond these extremely significant analyses, the Second Edition goes on to
comment upon or examine: Congressional anti-terrorism proposals including various
proposals to amend or modify the PATRIOT Act, the Administration's numerous
"National Strategy" policy papers dealing with terrorism (including "The National
Strategy on Homeland Security™ and "The National Security Strategy of the United
States"), the Supreme Court's 2004 terrorism decisions, other federal appeals court
decisions relating to terrorism (since the PATRIOT Act), selected anti-terrorism
prosecutions since 2002, the situation in Guantanamo Bay / Camp Delta, the 9/11
Commission recommendations, various new or expanded government programs related to
anti-terrorism--most of them administered through Department of Homeland Security or
Department of Justice (such as JTTFs (Joint Terrorism Task Forces), ISIS (Integrated
Surveillance and Intelligence System), NSEERS (National Security Entry EXxit
Registration System), SEVIS (Student Exchange and Visitor Information System), US-
VISIT (United States Visitor and Immigration Status Indication Technology), Secure
Flight, Registered Traveler, and Operation Liberty Shield), and international situations.

The Second Edition continues with an exhaustively detailed update and review, as
of the close of 2004, of the author's 12 common characteristics of a national security
state, with commentary on a host of recent developments and current trends, and offers
new "ratings" for those characteristics. This new edition of No Greater Threat presents, in
a single volume, an extraordinarily comprehensive overview of the "war on terrorism."
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What they're saying about No Greater Threat
From the back cover:
"...very important study...unique guide and commentary...immensely useful...a wake
up call for all Americans concerned with defending our civil liberties."”
Howard Zinn
Author: A Peoples History of the United States

(readers of this book) "...will be well equipped to organize nationally and demand fixes
to laws and practices that would be both constitutional and workable, rather than what we are
seeing today."

Kit Gage
Director, First Amendment Foundation
Coordinator, National Coalition to Protect Political Freedom

"....This comprehensive second edition is an important contribution to the national
debate, and a must have resource for anyone concerned about the direction of this country in the
“war on terrorism.' ..."
Elaine Cassel
Author: The War on Civil Liberties: How Bush and Ashcroft
Dismantled the Constitution

Selected Reviews (original 2002 edition):

"...There can be little question that the subject requires serious and public analysis of the
type authored by Michaels... The accuracy of Michaels's assessments and the prescience of his
predictions will ultimately be revealed by the passage of time. The value of his concerns and
encouragement of thoughtful debate, however, will undoubtedly continue beyond that time."

Mark Zaid, Esg. in FindLaw.com (2/24/03)

"...1f you want to read a great synopsis of the USA PATRIOT Act with a full
understanding of the legal and law enforcement ramifications of it and see clear lines drawn as to
where our nation is headed, this is the book to read. Be prepared to start re-thinking your stance
on where the government is headed and how it will affect personal liberties."

Aaron Turpen in Militant Libertarian.org (2004)

"...alarming..."
The Baltimore City Paper

"...Persuasive arguments are laid out for how America is turning into a national security
state..."
Sean Gonsalves (Cape Code Times (2003), also appearing in
Working for Change.com and Znet Commentary)

Author Bio

C. William Michaels is an attorney and writer living in Baltimore. He is a former Legal
Editor at the Bureau of National Affairs (BNA) and has been a reporter or editor for local and
national newspapers or publications. He has been involved in social change organizations for the
past 25 years, and has written and hosted a self-produced syndicated radio program (New Earth
Radio) and television program (WorldViews) on current events. He continues to write and speak
on the issues addressed in No Greater Threat. [Brandies University (1975), U of Md School of
Law (1978)] (For additional bio and to contact the author, go to www.nogreaterthreat.com)
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